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Executive summary

October’s Maritime Hybrid, Electric & Hydrogen Fuel Cells Conference 
showcased the industry’s varied strategies for decarbonisation, featuring 
dedicated programmes on hydrogen fuel cells as well as hybrid and 
electric solutions.
 
Day One focused exclusively on hydrogen fuel cell technology. Speakers 
examined the current market landscape, challenges in scaling hydrogen 
production for maritime use, and the necessity for strong regulations to 
support hydrogen-powered vessels.
 
International case studies illustrated hydrogen technology in action, including 
the MS Skulebas project—the world’s first hydrogen-powered fishing vessel—
and the Sea Change project, which is notable as the first hydrogen fuel cell 
ferry in the US.
 
On Days Two and Three, discussions expanded to hybrid and electric 
solutions. Experts highlighted advances in battery technology and alternative 
fuels including LNG, methanol and ammonia. 
 
A recurring theme was the essential infrastructure needed for widespread 
adoption of electric and hybrid vessels in ports. Speakers emphasised 
shore power development and standardisation as critical components for 
transitioning to zero-emission shipping.
 
Partnerships within the supply chain was seen as key to overcoming 
hydrogen technology challenges. For instance, Maersk is prioritising 
methanol due to safety concerns surrounding ammonia and high hydrogen 
costs. Their pilot fuel cell projects aim for a 2026 launch but face hurdles in 
sourcing affordable green methanol. MSC Cruises shared insights on solid 

oxide fuel cells, discussing efficiency issues like thermal cycling.
 
Financial discussions revolved around funding mechanisms such as 
the EU’s Clean Hydrogen Partnership. Experts stressed the importance 
of dedicated maritime funding to facilitate fleet-wide transitions while 
addressing the “chicken-and-egg” dilemma between infrastructure 
development and vessel adoption.
 
The complexities of designing vessels for new technologies were also 
explored through case studies that highlighted equipment considerations and 
crew training needs.
 
Several vessel owners shared their experiences with hybrid and electric 
technologies, identifying long-term contracts and crew training as crucial 
factors for successful implementation. Delegates praised the collaborative 
atmosphere that encouraged dialogue and knowledge sharing during 
generous networking throughout the programme.
 
Running concurrently was a three-day exhibition that provided a platform for 
companies to showcase products and services. 
 
The evening programme included a drinks reception on Day One and a 
“Maritime Mingle” networking event hosted by Norwegian Electric Systems 
on Day Two aboard Havila Polaris. This unique setting allowed attendees 
to engage with groundbreaking technology firsthand while networking with 
industry professionals.
 
Riviera’s Maritime Hybrid Electric & Hydrogen Fuel Cells Conference will 
return to Bergen 14-16 October 2025.

Scalable solutions, shore power and regulation take centre stage in Bergen
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Company types represented

21% Ports, Vessel Operators 
& Shipbuilders

9% Consultancy & Classification

46% Technology 
Providers

Governmental, Regulatory, Associations/
Education, Research & Training24%

“I met a lot of people from 
other organizations who 
could help connect me to 
other charterers or cargo 
owners. It’s very good for 
vessel owners like me.”

Quint Vedder, Head of 
Innovation & Projects, 
Maris Fiducia
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#OSJ2024

25% 
Executive & Strategic Leadership

Attendee breakdown by job function

35% 
Sales, Marketing & Business Development

25% 
Technical, Engineering & Project Management

15% 
Research, Development & Regulatory Compliance

“Great conference,  
thanks for having me.”

Elias Van Sickle, COO,
SWITCH Maritime LLC 
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audience engagement app

Active users
92%

Questions asked
368

Question likes
594

Total poll votes
2282

Polls
37

Slido sponsored by
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Media coverage
Total article views 

19,434
Examples below
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Social media activity pre/during event

85,000  
Total impressions

220 
Total posts

2,350 
Total reactions



Event partner & speaker testimonials

I just wanted to thank you all for 
the great week in Bergen again. 
Always a pleasure! Looking 
forward to the next one!”

Syb ten Cate Hoedemaker,
Managing Director,
Maritime Battery Forum 

First of all, let me thank you 
and Riviera Team for a fantastic 
conference, I enjoyed and 
learnt a lot... the best.”

Andrea Macorini, 
Electrical Instructor Specialist, 
CSMART Carnival Corporation

“It has been a very good experience both participating and speaking at the 
conference. Job well done! The excellent teamwork and collective efforts 
made this event very successful.”

Yang Zhang, 
Product Manager – Maritime, 
Yara Clean Ammonia

“You have shipowners, you have suppliers of different 
equipment, you have class societies and even end 
users. To be part of a conference where there are so 
many different players with so many different inputs is 
for sure great value for us.”

Jørgen Kopperstad, 
Head of Maritime,  
Norwegian Hydrogen AS

I think the magnitude of competence that is in this 
room is really high.”

Jahn Helge Bjørnestad,  
Chief Commercial Officer, 
Napier

“

“ “

MARITIME HYBRID, ELECTRIC & HYDROGEN 
FUEL CELLS CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION#MHEHF2024



Networking & Hospitality Events

COFFEE & 
REFRESHMENTS 

HAVILA POLARIS 
SHIP VISIT

EVENING DRINKS 
RECEPTION

Sponsored by

VIP DRINKS 
RECEPTION

Sponsored by

Organised by

Organised by
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Thank you to our sponsors and supporters

Gold sponsors

Supporting organisations
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Mark your calendars!

14-16 October 2025 • Bergen

#MHEHF2025

REGISTER 
YOUR INTEREST

ENQUIRIES 
Indrit Kruja: t: +44 20 8370 7792
e: indrit.kruja@rivieramm.com

Rob Gore: t: +44 20 8370 7007
e: rob.gore@rivieramm.com


